Reflect upon your own learning and learning style. Write a short description of how you learn the best based on the information that you have learned in this class thus far.

It would be easy to classify my learning in five reasonably distinct and chronologically arranged phases:

I. Early childhood

II. Elementary, Middle and High School

III. Architecture School

IV. Professional practice

V. Graduate School and Extension Classes

I will try to illustrate each phase by examples that are reflective of how I learned or was made to learn or assisted in the learning process through interventions from my family, teachers and my peers.

Phase I: As a child I remember being asked to repeat nursery rhymes in English to front of an assembled audience of family and friends. English was somewhere between a second and third language, the primary language being Bengali with English and Hindi (a language spoken in Northern parts of India). I learnt these rhymes because my mother read them out to me and over time I had memorized them often without understanding their meaning in full. 

Phase II: This practice of memorizing by repeated recitation (rote?) extended in Elementary school to learning Mathematical tables. But at the same time I believe we were being taught to use and apply mathematical rules in everyday situations. Eg. I bought two oranges, my classmate ate one..so how many are left? Learning in my subjects such as biology, geography etc. were reinforced through experiments and field trips. However, since the school system and the society at large was focused on testing learning by rote was never out of sight till I graduated out of high school

Phase III: Learning at Architecture School is a curious combination of mastering technical skills (which is gained through practice) and understanding concepts that relate to both art and science. Beyond the acquisition of basic technical skills of presentation, my architectural education was centered on the application of these concepts to real world problems. With each passing year (there were 5 or more years!) the degree of complexity of the problem increased and students in consultation with their teachers and peers solved these problems in a collaborative setting. Since each problem was solved over a period of 8-20 weeks, the student could emerge with mastery in the issues related to the problem and a cogent solution to it.

Phase IV: Working as a professional in the field of design requires the acquisition of skills both technical (because the technology of doing things changes!) and managerial in nature. This phase of learning was dominated by phrases like ‘learning on the fly’ and ‘learning on the job’ where one quickly learnt skills adequate to complete the work at hand. The further or broader acquisition of that skill depended on how often and in what extant it was needed. 

Phase V: I joined Graduate School to gain a deeper understanding of issues surrounding my work in visual design. Prior to doing so, I attended ‘Extended learning’ classes that address specific issues or skills relevant to my profession. These classes were helpful in understanding what I wanted to study further. 

Learning in Graduate School has as yet been an experience in going ‘back to the basics’. 

The courses I am taking this semester focus on two basic areas: Acquiring or enhancing Technical Skills and learning totally new concepts, theories and principles.

I believe Grad School is the only place where the theories and principles underlying practice can be discussed and critiqued in an organized manner assisted by a Professor. At the same time, the ability to understand these concepts is furthered only when they are followed by real world examples provided either by the professor or a student or applying them to class problems. In the ITEC 800 class, classroom instruction and the reader form the bedrock of what I have learnt from the course. The course is taught in a seminar format and hence often, the students of the class some of them, practitioners in the field of K-12 or Corporate instruction, provide unique insights and inputs when we discuss complex theories. There is a great emphasis on preparation before class which contrasts with the last time I learnt a subject in a strictly classroom setting (High School). 

I must include a small anecdote here. I often ponder about the different theories we study in class and as to how they might be applied in real life situations…how I would directly apply them in my work? The other day on my way to School I was listening to Talk Radio in my car. There was Dr. Laura (the radio psychiatrist) addressing a listener question by describing the solution not in terms of change in attitude but in terms of measurable changes in ‘behaviors’ that he had to follow henceforth in his life. Now, that was an A-ha moment. I think John B. Watson was smiling somewhere.

